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Velkommen til Stevne 2023!
Welcome to the second Flere Lag Stevne. We are returning to the Red River Valley (of the north) to which many Norwegians 

immigrated in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries. My own maternal grandparents came to Norman County Minnesota in 
the 1890s. I remember fondly visiting them in Shelly MN each summer after WWII. My uncle Clarence Gaudland ran a fuel 
delivery business and when I visited I often rode shotgun in his 300 gal tank truck while delivering gas to local farmers. Most 
all of his business was conducted in Norwegian. So even 75 years ago I knew my Norwegian heritage. 

The Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee has planned an exciting and meaningful meeting that explores and reveals the 
depths of the Norwegian-American influence on this part of North America. As the Red River runs from Fargo to Winnipeg, a 
distance of 221 miles, the elevation changes by 122 feet. That’s a bit more than 6 inches per mile. That is flat.

Today we celebrate the contributions our forefathers {one could write ancestors} have made to this wonderful part of the 
continent. Ha det! 

Robert Fossum, Flere Lag Stevne Steering Committee Chair.

Joy Shong, President, Nord 
Hedmark og Hedemarken Lag

John F. Peterson
President, Gudbrandsdals Lag National

Robert Fossum
President, Trønderlag of America

Kathy Johnson
Co-President, Solørlag of America

LeAnn Hookom
Co-President, Solørlag of America

Norma Kjenstad Barnes
President, Romerikslaget i Amerika
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Lag Boards

ROMERIKSLAGET I AMERIKA
Website: www.fellesraad.com/romerikslaget/

Norma Kjenstad Barnes
Chuck McKeen
Eunice Helgeson
Mary F. Gross 
Deb Jarvar
Susan Waldera
Mary Baumgartner, 
Joel Botten, Bill Naseth,  
Alberta Rupert, 
Chris Falteisek       
Julie Clauson 

President 
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer  
Director of Genealogy
Director of Membership
Directors

Past President

GUDBRANDSDAL LAG NATIONAL
Website: www.gudbrandlag.org

John F. Peterson
Robert Gjengdahl
Nancy Pickering
Marilyn Sorensen
Martha J. Balfanz
Nancy Olson
Gary Romsaas
Gerald Hanson
Robert O. Olson
Richard Lundgren
Linda Domier Lowry
Sid Stivland

President
Vice President
Secretary / Editor
Genealogist
Treasurer
Membership
Webmaster
Historian
Archivist
Director / Stevne Liaison
Director
Director

NORD HEDMARK 
OG HEDEMARKEN LAG
Website: nhohlag.org

Joy Shong
Chris Falteisek
Jeri Johnson
Julie Anderson Glowka
Larry West
Linda Domier Lowry
Debra Lee Pritchard
Gary Romsaas
Dixie Hansen

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer / Editor
Genealogist
Director
Director
Director
Past President / 
Membership / 
Webmaster

SOLØRLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.solorlag.com

LeAnn Hookom
Kathy Johnson 
Rod Kurth
Denny Kalvig
Doug Johnson
Elaine Hasleton
Kathy Johnson
Karen  Weiberg
Forrest Emmett
Jean  Berg
Andy Berg, Julie Clauson, 
Shanna Kurth,  Mary Martin
Shanna Kurth 

Co-President
Co-President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer 
Genealogist
Membership
Archive & History
Publication
Publicity
Directors at Large

Research Materials Manager

2023 Flere Lag Stevne 
Steering Committee
Officers
Robert Fossum, Chair
Norma Barnes, Vice Chair
Joy Shong, Treasurer
Nancy Pickering, Secretary

Committee Members
Mary Baumgartner
Sam Christenson
Diane Clounch
Barry Dahl
Dixie Hansen

LeAnn Hookom
Jeri Johnson
Kathy Johnson
Richard Lundgren
Sid Stivland

TRØNDERLAG OF AMERICA
Website: www.tronderlag.org

President / Editor (pro tem)
/ Acting Historian
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer / Membership / 
Webmaster
Genealogist
Past President
Director
Director

Robert Fossum

Sam Christenson
Karen Erickson Mullen
Jon Satrum 

Barry Dahl
Linda Schwartz
Joy Haugan Williams
Gerald Frisbie
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Remembering Lag Members and Associates  
Who Have Recently Passed Away

Til Minne Om

 
Steven Ask • 1959–2023 (age 63) • Apple Valley, MN • R

Marlis C. (Fernelius) Chesness • 1940–2022 (age 82) • Hawick, MN • S

James Richard Daines • 1935–2022 (age 86) • Menomonie, WI • G

Donna Jean Engen • 1934–2021 (age 87) • Delaware, OH • T

Roland “Boots” Froyen • 1937–2023 (age 85) • Minnetonka, MN • S

Ronald O. Helstad • 1931–2022 (age 91) • La Crescent, MN •  N

John Edwards Kittelson • 1936–2022 (age 85) • Sioux Falls, SD • G, N

Gladys June (Jacobson) Shelley • 1928–2022 (age 93) • Cambridge, MN • G

Gerald Strizic • 1942–2022 (age 79) • Chippewa Falls, WI • G

Brian K. Teller • 1930–2022 (age 91) • Portland, OR • N

Lawrence LaVyrn Thompson • 1936–2021 (age 85) • Bismarck, ND • T

Many thanks to several lag photographers who 
contributed photos (over 500!) for this booklet: 
Norma Barnes, Paul Falde, Chris Falteisek, 
Linda Sutton Folk, Dixie Hansen, 
LaVonne Hookom, LeAnn Hookom, 
Doug Johnson, Jeri Johnson, Gary Romsaas

Tusen takk to those many volunteers who step 
up during the Stevne and say “How can I help?” 
You can and do... and everyone benefits.  
Hospitality? Registration? Hanging signs?  
AV Assistance? Introducing speakers? Running  
errands? Genealogy mentoring? Thank You!

Hallway next to to Salons A, B , and C; begins Tuesday at 1:00 p.m.
Items of cultural interest welcome; indicate the lag to which the proceeds 

will be donated by filling out a form and attaching a color-coded tag.  
Bids will be accepted until 3:45 pm on Thursday; Winners at 4:00;  

pickup of items and payment (cash or checks only) after 4:15.

Silent Auction
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An Evening Concert of Nordic Music
In Concert: Robin Fossum, et al, 

... along with the dulcet sounds of the sing-along audience!

Wednesday Night—7:00 PM, Salon E+F

Time Event Location 

Tuesday, 1 August
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Time Event Location 

 

Wednesday AM, 2 August
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Time Event Location 

 
 
 
 
 

(continued at top of next page)

Wednesday PM, 2 August
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Time Event Location 

 

 
  (continued on next page)

Thursday AM, 3 August
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Thursday PM, 3 August
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Thursday PM, 3 August, continued



Flere Lag Stevne Program10

Time Event Location 

 

Friday AM, 4 August
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Barbara Cooper Vigen
The Norway Dakota Company
1900 S. Washington St.
Grand Forks, ND  58201
833-352-4746
info@thenorwaydakotacompany.com
Original Nordic designs on notecards, mugs, 
tumblers, clothing & pins. 

Julie and Lane Backus
Lena and Ole’s Gifts
891 N. Roadrunner Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ  85119
414-745-4362
jewelsdi@yahoo.com
Norwegian and other Scandinavian 
jewelry, kitchen linens incl. Swedish 
washcloths, childrens books,  
Norwegian jerseys, flags, Finnish  
hand lotion, gnomes, greeting cards,  
socks and more.

Karen Mullen
Loppemarked Butikk
521 S. 58th St.
Omaha, NE  68106
cell 402-312-6067
fraumullen@yahoo.com
Norwegian sweaters, Norwegian jewelry, 
Henning carvings and  
candy figurines, Hardanger and tatted 
pieces, rosemaled pieces and more.

Lois and Ron Mueller
Nordic Designs
1225 W. Main St. 
Platteville, WI  53818
608-348-3398 
nordic@mhtc.net
Jewelry using gemstones from Nor-
way, rosemaling items and rosemaling 
books.
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Stabo Scandinavian Imports
406 Broadway N 
Fargo, ND 58102
701-282-0421
www.stabo-imports.com
All things Scandinavian: trolls, jewelry, linens, 
collectables, glass & crystal, etc..

Linda K. Engelun
Norsk Heritage Workshop 
Lake Nebagamon, WI
lengelun@century.tel.net
Unique, colorful rosemaling on clothing:  
T-shirts,  sweatshirts, cardigans, jumpers, vests, 
aprons, denim/twill shirts & more,  
for both adults & children.

Freddy’s Lefse
176 Main Ave E, Ste E, 
West Fargo, ND 58078-1243
www.freddyslefse.com
Lefse, baking mixes, aprons, hats, t-shirts  
(Banquet lefse supplier)

Sven Lindauer
www.lindauerart.com
Author/artist
Original art prints & posters.
Book: The Arts and Crafts of Ancient Scandinavia
(Speaker on Thursday)

Lars Walker
www.larswalker.com
Author
Books: Historical fantasies of the Viking age.
(Speaker on Thursdsay)

Thursday Only
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First Flere Lag Map for the five lags Some of the Genealogy Lab Research Materials

Hospitality Suite coordinators Mary Martin and Diane Clounch

“Touchless Pancake Maker” at breakfast!
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Joy Shong and Dixie Hansen having fun 
imitating Edvard Munch’s painting The Scream

Casual Shots
2022 Flere Lag Stevne, Rochester, MN

Over 500 photos were submitted!
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On our Bus Tour: 
Giants of the Earth Heritage Center

Spring Grove, MN

Wall Mural painted by Sigmund Aarseth  
at Giants of the Earth

Don Teigen, Ginny Wegenast, Marilyn Sorenesen

Back row are Mary Martin, Raymond M. Olson, Bob 
Gjengdahl.
Middle Row are Bob & Elaine Victorine
Left in front is Dick Lundgren
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Jack Peterson, Dixie Hansen, Dick LundgrenKathy Pedersen and Karen Grimm

Bunad Parade 2022

Left, John Peterson & Robin Fossum (and her Hardanger fiddle, above)

Canadians Greg Hunter and Linda Domier Lowry from Ontario

Banquet Night
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